RUSS=~RUSS IGNORES UNREST IN EAST EUROPE ' iy F-12

A2-NEWYORK, MARCH i1 (RFE SPECIAL) RAYMOND ANDERSON REPORTS IN

-~ THE MONDAY NeYe TIMES FROM: .

MOSCOW, MARCH 1@=-~ SILENCE PERSISTED IN THE SOVIET UNION
TODAY OVER THE MOST TURBULENT DEVELOPMENTS IN EASTERN EUROPE SINCE
THE HUNGARIAN UPRISING IN 1956, ) ;

THE SOVIET PRESS HAS IGNORED THE RECENT POLICE ATTACKS ON
STUDENT DEMONSTRATORS IN POLAND, POLITICAL TENSIONS IN CZECH-
OSLOVAKIA AND GROWING DISCORD BéTWEEN MOSCOW AND THE INDEPENDENT-
MINDED COMMUNIST LEADERSHIP OF RUMANIA,

THE NEW RESTIVENESS IN THE EUROPEAN COMMUNIST NATIONS

- IS DISTURBING TO THE SOVIET LEADERSHIP} BUT KREMLIN CONSULTA-
R

TIONS ABOUT THE PROBLEMS ARE SHIELDED OM THE PUBLIC.
THE DEFECTION TO THE UNITED STATES OF MAJe. GEN. JAN SEJNA,
A HIGH CZECHOSLOVAK MILITARY OFFICIAL, IS REPORTED TO HAVE RE-

 SULTED'IN A TRIP TO PRAGUE BY MARSHAL IVAN I. YAKOBOVSKY, THE

RUSSIAN WHO IS COMMANDER OF THE WARSAW PACT FORCES, TO LEARN THE
EXTENT OF THE DAMAGE OF COMMUNIST-BLOC SECURITY.
CENERAL SEJNA'S DEFECTION HAS NOT BEEN REPORTED HERE.
READERS OF PAVDA, THE COMMUNIST PARTY NEWSPAPER, WFRE PRESENTED
A PICTURE OF CALM IN ' ;
EASTERN EUROPE OVER THE WEEKEND., THE PAPER IGNORED THE PACT
THAT POLISH POLICEMEN WERE USING TEAR GAS AND CLUBS TO DISPERSE
STUDENT DEMONSTRATORS IN WARSAW AND THE PRESSURS WERE MOUNTING
IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA FOR THE OUSTER OF PRESIDENT ANTONIN NOVOTNY,
A HARD-LINE, LOYAL FOLLOWER OF MOSCOW.
THE STUDENT DISTURBANCES IN POLAND COME AT A TIME WHEN

' THE SOVIET UNION IS TRYING TO SMOTHER A WAVE OF PROTESTS BY

WRITERS AND OTHER INTELLECTUALS OVER A TRIAL IN JANUARY OF FOUR
PERSONS INVOLVED IN UNDERGROUND LITRARY ACTIVITIES..

THE DISORDERS IN POLAND, IT IS BELIEVED, ARE VIEWED NERVOUSLY
BY THE SOVIET AUTHORITIES BECAUSE THEY COULD GIVE ENCOURAGEMENT

TO RUSSIAN DISSIDENTS. RUMORS CIRCULATED RECENTLY THAT A GROUP OF

 INTELLECTUALS PLANNED A PROTEST MARCH IN MOSCOW.

'DESPITE THE BLACKOUT ABOUT THE EVENTS IN EASTERN EUROPE,
MANY RUSSIANS LEARN ABOUT THEM QUICKLY ANYWAY BY LISTENING TO
RUSSIAN LANGUAGE PROGRAMS FROM THE BRITISH BROADCASTING ‘
CORPORATION, THE VOICE OF AMERICA AND OTHER WESTERN STATIONS.
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